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SBC PARTICIPATES IN GLOBAL INTERNET EVANGELISM NETWORK

-By Pastor Danhugh M. Gordon, Communication Director, SBC
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June 2, 2011 - Montego
Bay, Jamaica

Seventh-day Adventist
communicators from around
the world church gathered
last week in Montego Bay, Ja-
maica, for the annual Global
Internet Evangelism Network
Conference (GIEN). The five-
day conference focused on us-
ing online social networks as
an effective media for spread-
ing the gospel.

GIENisanorganization
that aims to foster the mis-
sion of the Adventist Church
through the creative use of In-
ternet technology. This week’s
conference is the first to be

held in the Inter-American
Division (IAD) territory since
GIEN was organized in 2004.
Attendees  discussed
and planned ways of bridg-
ing the gap between an older
generation of church leader-
ship and the younger genera-
tion working in the church.
The conference fea-
tured presentations on using
Twitter and Facebook as ac-
tive platforms to engage with
a growing church audience.
Other topics included how to
tailor the message of salva-
tion for today and tomorrow,
and how to involve, initiate,
and train church members to
support the vision of GIEN.
Several workshops were con-
ducted which explained how

to use Internet programs and
software.

The attendees at this
conference represented coun-
tries such as China, Spain,
France, England, Venezula,
Santo Domingo, USA, Ger-
many, Italy and Jamaica.

Dr. Cheryl Rolle, Communi-
cation Director of The Atlan-
tic Caribbean Union (ACUM)
and Pastor Danhugh Gordon,
Communication Director of
The South Bahamas Con-
ference (SBC) represented
ACUM and SBC respectively.
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HOPE WEST INDIES: THE BAHAMIAN CONNECTION

-By Pastor Danhugh M. Gordon, Communication Director, SBC
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Bahamas Conference’s annual
Elders training school which
culminated in an inspiring
graduation ceremony, Sabbath,
June 4, 2011 at the Johnson Park
church. The training, which fo-
cused on spiritual formation
and renewal, endeavored to
instill practical skills for minis-
try in the pastoral office of lo-
cal churches. Some of the top-
ics taught on the course were
theology of the Sabbath and
the sanctuary, clinical and nor-

Continuing education
for practicing elders of the gos-
pel is a must in our post-mod-
ern secular culture. Arguably,
this calls for all who would
positively impact the world
with the gospel to equip them-
selves with the tools neces-
sary to properly handle God’s
word while attracting those
who would be saved to Christ
(cf. 2Timothy 2:15). Physicians,
lawyers, teachers, accountants,
nurses, dentists and profes-

mal visitation, spirit of

careers. Similarly, elders of the
Seventh-day Adventist church
should themselves, as God’s
human resources, be governed
by best practices in their vo-
cation in order to provide the
highest quality of ministry to
God’s people.

The graduation ceremo-
ny, which culminated the EI-
ders Training Course, comes at
a crucial time in the life of our
conference and, indeed, our na-
tion; a time bereft of moral cour-

age and spiritual
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graces. Doubtless,
God has blessed us
with a fraternity of
elders in which can
be found some of
the finest resources
of support for the
pastoral office. By
being equipped
with the Holy Spir-
it, elders are now
further enabled to
meet both the chal-
lenges confront-
ing them and the
churches they are
privileged to serve
as the Savior’s am-
bassadors.
Intentionally, the
elder’s school fea-
tured a number of
our own pastors
relative to some of
the skills they have
acquired over time.
Each pastor, as in-
structor, provided
presentations of
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context from a biblical perspec-
tive. We salute our elders who
attended and hope they have
obtained insights into doing
ministry alongside the cultural
and local issues that manifest
themselves regularly in God’s
market place of grace.

Addressing the gradu-
ates, Dr. Rex Edwards, Minis-
terial Secretary of the General
Conference, reminded all pres-
ent that the churchisnotlocated
at a street address but, between
Sabbaths, wherever God’s peo-
ple are scattered. Therefore, the
church is at all material times
where believers find them-
selves. Pastor Paul Scavella,
conference president, urged
the gathering to invest their
newly acquired learning in soul
winning and discipleship. Dr.
L.A. Johnson, union president,
while applauding the gradu-
ates, exhorted them to envision
a finished work which will be
enhanced by implementing
the principles obtained on the
course. Class president, Elder
Keith Major, invited his fellow
elders to avail themselves more
fully to the Holy Spirit’s infill-
ing for effective service in the
vineyard of the Lord. Guided
by the theme, ‘Enabled by the
Spirit, Equipped for Service’
the elder’s course climaxed
with a thanksgiving breakfast
at Breath of Life on Sunday
following the graduation cer-
emony. Again, to all elders cer-
tified, heartiest congrats!

Everyone is invited to attend the nearest Seventh-day Adventist Church this Saturday. Sabbath School Starts at 9:15
a.m. Divine service begins at 11 a.m. For the church listing call the Conference office at 341-4021, or visit the website
www.bahamasconference.org. Come and see what blessings the Lord has in store for you.
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