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T
he pastor, of cers and 
members of the Grant’s 
Town Seventh-day Ad-

ventist Church proudly of-
fered their new Community 
Services building to the Lord 
on Sunday, September 4, 
2011.
 Presenting the charge 
was the President of Atlan-
tic Caribbean Union Mission, 
Dr. Leonard Johnson, who 
showcased four biblical char-
acters who made a difference 
in their communities.
 Pastor Paul A. Scavella, 
president of the South Baha-
mas Conference, led the con-
gregation in the Act of Dedi-
cation.
 Further remarks were 
brought by the Minister of 
State for Social Development, 
the Honorable Loretta Butler-
Turner and Dr. Bernard Not-
tage, Member of Parliament 
for Bain Town and Grant’s 
Town.

  
 The church commend-
ed Mr. & Mrs. Cyril McMil-
lan for their outstanding con-
tribution to the success of the 
project.

  
 Sisters Estherlean Ash 
and Beverly Williams gra-
ciously cut the ribbon as the 
eager church members, com-
munity of cials and friends 
toured the centre and wit-
nessed the unveiling of the 
dedication plaque. 

  
 The centre stands as 
a beacon of hope and a ref-
uge for many who will  nd 
the answer to their spiritual, 
mental and physical needs.

    
Historical re ection…

  
 In 1957 the women of 
the welfare society led by 
the Late Sister Pearl McMil-
lan, wife of the Late Brother 
Daniel McMillan operated 
a centre in a rented building 
(owned by Sister Dorothy 
Seymour) situated on the cor-

ner of Cambridge Street and 
Hospital Lane. They present-
ed plans to the church for the 
building of a Welfare Centre 
(which is now referred to as 
“The Annex”). Although “The 
Annex” started as a centre for 
the Welfare Society, many of 
the members felt they needed 
a larger building to worship 
in because the little wooden 
building was seriously over 
crowded. Later the Church 
Building Committee met 
and voted to turn the Wel-
fare Centre into an extension 
of the main church building. 
Those whose hearts were in 
the welfare work were very 
disappointed, but the will of 
the majority carried and what 
started out as a welfare build-
ing was dedicated in 1959 as 
the Grant’s Town Seventh-
day Adventist Church.

  

  
Current events…

  
 The disappointment of 
times past has been reversed 
as The Grant’s Town Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church 
acknowledges the contribu-
tions of former welfare lead-
ers.

  
 The Community Ser-
vices Building will be used 
to host and offer a number of 
outreach activities including:

·      
After-school programmes 
for primary and high 
school students.

·      
Wellness programmes for 
adults (including seniors).

·      
Skills training in prepara-
tion for the job market.

  
 Church members, com-
munity friends and guests 
praised God for His guiding 
hand in this awesome proj-
ect. 

By Dr. Willard Barr, Grant’s Town S.D.A. Church

BAHAMAS ACADEMY REOPENS ON MARSHALL ROAD

A
fter many years of 
planning, building, 
praying, soliciting 

funds and experiencing mira-
cle after miracle, the New Ba-
hamas Academy will open its 
doors to hundreds of students 
on Friday, September 9, 2011.

  Orientation for 
parents of all students in the 
elementary and secondary 
divisions start at 6:30 P.M. to-
day (Thursday, September 8, 
2011).
 Orientation for ALL 
students in the elementary 
and secondary divisions will 

be tomorrow, Friday, Sep-
tember 9 from 8:50 A.M. until 
12:00 Noon. This will include 
a special prayer of thanksgiv-
ing at 9:00 A.M.
 All parents and com-
munity friends are invited to 
share in this sacred moment as 
the Atlantic Caribbean Union 

Mission of cials join the South 
Bahamas Conference to mark 
this milestone in the life of a 
school that will celebrate 100 
years of existence this school 
year.
 Classes will begin on 
Monday, September 12, 2011 
at 8:50 P.M.

By Joan M. Scavella, Education Director, SBC

SOUTH BAHAMAS CONFERENCE HURRICANE RELIEF EFFORTS

T
he South Baha-
mas Conference 
of Seventh-day 

Adventists continues 
to be thankful to God 
for His mercies and 
protection in the midst 
of the recent hurricane.  
In addition, the presi-
dent of the conference, 
Pastor Paul Scavella, 
along with the Adven-
tist Community Servic-
es (ACS) Coordinator, 
Pastor Andrew Bur-
rows, visited several 

of the family islands 
that were impacted by 
the storm. They got a 
 rst hand view of the 
conditions and they as-
sessed the needs of the 
residents in the affected 
islands.   Accompanied 
by Mr. Philip Humes 
and Mrs. Lavern Stur-
rup of the Adventist 
Media Department, 
they were able to cap-
ture the sights and 
sounds of the commu-
nities.  More important-

ly, they were able to see, 
touch, speak with, and 
pray with the residents.    
They sensed a heart of 
gratitude and a spirit 
of resilience among the 
persons living in the af-
fected areas.
 In response to 
one of the more urgent 
needs, the South Baha-
mas Conference of Sev-
enth-day Adventists 
shipped hundreds of 
cases of drinking water 
to several of the islands 

impacted by Hurricane 
Irene.  Offerings were 
also collected in our 
churches in Nassau 
and will be utilized for 
hurricane relief.   In ad-
dition, through its con-
tinued relief program 
with its international 
agency, ADRA (Adven-
tist Development and 
Relief Agency), and in 
partnership with our 
local agencies, more 
sustainable assistance 
will be rendered.

By Pastor Andrew Burrows, ACSSBC

“Adventist Community Services....Serving communities in Christ’s name”
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Adventist News
     242-341-4021
South Bahamas Conference

South Bahamas Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 
Serving Islands in Central to South Bahamas           

Everyone is invited to attend the nearest Seventh-day Adventist Church this Saturday.  Sabbath School Starts at 9:15 

a.m. Divine service begins at 11 a.m.  For the church listing call the Conference of ce at 341-4021, or visit the website

 www.bahamasconference.org.  Come and see what blessings the Lord has in store for you.
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